
N.Y. EXC. LAW § 296 : NY Code - Section 296: 

Unlawful discriminatory practices - 
 

(a) It shall be an unlawful discriminatory practice for any fire department or 

fire company therein, through any member or members thereof, officers, 

board of fire commissioners or other body or office having power of 

appointment of volunteer firefighters, directly or indirectly, by ritualistic 

practice, constitutional or by-law prescription, by tacit agreement among 

its members, or otherwise, to deny to any individual membership in any 

volunteer fire department or fire company therein, or to expel or 

discriminate against any volunteer member of a fire department or fire 

company therein, because of the race, creed, color, national origin, sexual 

orientation, military status, sex or marital status of such individual. 

 

(b) Upon a complaint to the division, as provided for under subdivision one 

of section two hundred ninety-seven of this article, and in the event the 

commissioner finds that an unlawful discriminatory practice has been 

engaged in, the board of fire commissioners or other body or office having 

power of appointment of volunteer firefighters shall be served with any 

order required, under subdivision four of section two hundred ninety-seven 

of this article, to be served on any or all respondents requiring such 

respondent or respondents to cease and desist from such unlawful 

discriminatory practice and to take affirmative action. Such board shall 

have the duty and power to appoint as a volunteer firefighter, 

notwithstanding any other statute or provision of law or by-law of any 

volunteer fire company, any individual whom the commissioner has 

determined to be the subject of an unlawful discriminatory practice under 

this subdivision. Unless such board has been found to have engaged in an 

unlawful discriminatory practice, service upon such board of such order 

shall not constitute such board or its members as a respondent nor 

constitute a finding of an unlawful discriminatory practice against such 

board or its members. 

 

 

For more information click here:  

http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/nycode/EXC/15/296 - sthash.ilXsCPp0.dpuf 


